Describe Hurricane Program

Describe communications with towns re hurricane info

Describe Flu Pandemic prep

Describe COOP

Currently, the County EM is preparing for Hurricane season.  We got a new computer program from NWS called Hurrevac. This is a real time hurricane tracking program that allows us to downl9oad information dir4ectly from the NWS. It has features that allow us to view the latest advisories, mapping, moving the storm ahead in hourly increments single or multi-track plot modes, wind and rainfall forecasts, historical track displays, Evacuation timing, tide gauges, and coordinates measurement tools that allow us to see just how close a storm track will pass us.

We provide this data to those towns that desire it and we would be glad to share it with you as well.

We have about three HAM radio operators on our staff and would be happy to assist you in that area as well.

The second area, which we are focusing on, is Flu Pandemic Planning. The Federal Government and the State Government has mandated that all Health Departments begin Flu Pandemic preparation planning.  Concurrently, they are also asking all municipalities to begin Continuity of Operations Planning, normally pronounced COOP.  This planning must be done across all sectors; municipal, county, state and federal levels. COOP planning really involves planning on how your level of government will survive a catastrophic disaster, be it something devastating like hurricane or flu pandemic down to something like the town hall burns down.  It involves planning for who will succeed who in the chain of command, what alternate facilities will you use if your primary building is not available, and how you protect your town information, both hardcopy and electronic.  The county is in the process of doing this planning and it is expected to take about 10 months if all department heads meet once a month.  There are various templates and plans available and the Dukes County Emergency Management Department would be glad to share them with you if you wish.

If there is anything that you would like me to do for you, I would be happy to assist.

Thank You.

