YTF Talking Points

Purpose:

The Dukes County Health Council (DCHC) formed the Youth Task Force (YTF) in 2004 to address the unmet health needs of youth and families on the Island. The mission of the YTF is to assess the needs of island’s young people and families, define and list available resources, identify gaps in services and unmet needs, and develop community based 

One need that has been identified is substance abuse prevention. To date the YTF has raised money to conduct a Youth Risk Behavior Survey in the Island’s middle and high schools.  The YTF also engaged the faculty of Brandeis University Heller School Center for Youth and Communities to facilitate an Island-wide assessment of the unmet health needs of the Island’s youth and families.  Two community meetings were held, one in October 2005 and the other in January 2006.  These meetings generated many action items as well as long-term goals for an Island-wide collaborative process to improve conditions for the healthy development of the Island’s young people.  Most recently the YTF gained a one-year grant for technical services from The Southeast Center for Health Communities (SCHC), an agency funded through the MA department of Public Health Substance Abuse Prevention grant, to develop a substance abuse prevention plan for Island youth.

What we are trying to do:

Using the Communities That Care Model, the SCHC will help us identify the substance abuse problem, assess the risk and protective factors that are at play on the Vineyard and design a prevention model to correct the risks and enhance the protective factors.   The first step in developing the plan is to gather information from all sectors of the community to define the substance abuse problem.  Along with interviewing youth and parents, we are talking to people from the schools, law enforcement, social services, healthcare, religious groups, community leaders to name a few. 

Your input is important because of your role as a member of the Dukes County’s Public Health Committee.

Youth Task Force:  Cindy Doyle, Rhonda Cohen, Mike Joyce, Jr., Paddy Moore, Judy Crawford, Eric Adams, Jane Dreeban, Bill Jones, Bob Ogden, Shawn Schofield, Valci Carvalho, Ann Markwica, Julia Burgess, Jim Weiss, Lori Stone, Bonnie Chalifoux, Beth Toomey, Rob Doyle, Amy Lilavois.

Name/Group: ____
    Local Government_____________________________________________________

Who they represent (i.e youth, parents, school, law enforcement, business, religious, tribe etc.) ___________________________________________________________________

Interview questions:

In order to bring up healthy kids we need to create the contexts in which youth can grow and thrive.  This is the responsibility of the whole community.  Answering the following questions will help us define the problem identifying the risk and protective factors that currently exist and develop a plan that supports the health of the Island youth.      

1. If you could imagine the perfect environment for kids on the Vineyard what would it consist of? What is your vision for an Island where youth and families can be healthy and thrive?

Three words or phrases:


1. drug free


2. Motivated


3. Open to community volunteering

Each community has certain risk and protective factors (physical,  emotional, spiritual, educational, recreational, etc.) that either undermine or support kid’s growth.   

2. How do you see substance abuse on the Island?

High

Why here?  It’s because of internal and external influences  (drug pushers from off Island, drug pushers for here who import drugs to support their habits, Parents that use drugs, music that glorifies drug use)   __________________.   

3.  What are the risk factors on the Island that get in the way of your vision?  

Lack of financial opportunities, goal targeted education, Lack of rewards

4. What are the protective factors that support your vision? 

Unknown

5. What is the first step you think should be taken to address the problem?

Unknown

