Do You Have an Emergency Evacuation Plan?

from the Dukes County Emergency Management Agency
We spend so much time caring for our humble abodes – cleaning, decorating, and making repairs. Despite these efforts, many of us don’t take time to plan for emergencies that could turn our households into hazardous places.


Whether you live in a rental apartment or live in your own single-family home, you shouldn’t be without an emergency evacuation plan. This type of plan can help you and your family to escape danger if there’s a fire, propane gas leak or other emergency.

[image: image1.png]
Get Fired Up for Safety

Creating an “in case of emergency” plan for your home doesn’t have to be difficult or take a lot of time.  A good way to get started is by drawing a rough floor plan of your home. For each room, try to mark at least two ways to escape, such as the window and the door.


Once you’ve drawn up the plan, make sure that all of the exits will work in reality. Windows should be easy to open, and escape routes should be clear of furniture. 
--For rooms on the second floor, a collapsible ladder can provide a timely exit.

--If you live in a rental apartment, make sure you know the ins and outs of your building’s evacuation plan.

--Remember that elevators are off-limits during a fire or other emergency—you’ll need to take the stairs.

Take a Trial Run

Armed with your plan, gather your family together and put on a practice run of the escape routes.


It’s also smart to test smoke and carbon monoxide alarms, and make sure everyone knows what these alarms sound like.
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Here’s some more advice to stay safe during an emergency:

· Never open a door that is hot—a fire could be lurking on the other side. Use the back of your hand to test it.

· If there is a fire, crawl on the floor and try to cover your mouth so you don’t inhale the smoke.

· Select one family member to go to a neighbor’s house to call for help.

· Quiz grandchildren every six months to make sure they remember what to do during an emergency.

For more tips on how to protect your home and family, visit the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Web site: www.fema.gov
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