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	Dukes County Emergency Management Agency

9 Airport Road, Edgartown, Ma.


RR1  Box 860

Vineyard Haven, MA 02568

Phone: 508-696-3811  Fax: 508-696-3841

email: emergencymanagement@dukescounty.org
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Chuck Cotnoir, Director,
Emergency Management &
Fire Chief
	
	Dukes County
Emergency Management 

Dukes County
Fire & Rescue


Report: Norton Point Beach Beach Breach

Gentlemen:


Dukes County owns the stretch of beach known as Norton Point. This beach formerly connected the Island of Chappaquiddick with the town of Edgartown prior to the breach.

Before the breach occurred, this beach was the sole vehicular and walking emergency escape route for Chappaquiddick residents in the event of wildfire or other disaster. This route also provides sufficient space for the entire island population to shelter in a non-flammable environment while waiting for rescue/evacuation.

The only other exit from the island is on a 2-car ferry. There are two of these ferries in operation on most days and they operate from a single dock on each end of the run. If no cars are taken, the ferry has a maximum 50 passenger capacity. The ferries have a capacity of making 12 round trips per hour. This waiting area is in a potentially flammable environment and would not shelter the population waiting to be evacuated. 

The population of the Island during wildfire season is approximately 1000 persons.

The land area of the Island of Chappaquiddick is 3,684.74 acres of which approximately 75% or 2,763 acres are densely wooded and vulnerable to wildfire.

There are 375 houses/guesthouses on the Island.

The road system is very narrow and the vegetation is close to the road allowing the fire to jump the road easily or to drop trees across the roadways.  There are no firebreaks and in the majority of cases, residents’ homes do not have a no-burn zone around their house.

There is no hydrant system on Chappaquiddick Island.

There is abundant wildlife on the Island, which would hinder evacuation during a wildfire situation.

Dukes County is concerned about evacuation for Chappaquiddick residents.

Chuck Cotnoir, Director                                                                                    Winn Davis

Dukes County Emergency Management & Dukes County Fire Chief               County Manager







