County Hurricane Briefing for Commissioners

1) 2005 Hurricane season forecast

2) Preparation Information for Dukes County Residents

3) County Department Preparations

4) County Emergency Management actions with other agencies

5) General Public Information

NOAA’s 2005 Atlantic hurricane season outlook indicates a 70% chance of an above-normal hurricane season, a 20% chance of a near-normal season, and only a 10% chance of a below-normal season.

The outlook calls for 12-15 tropical storms, with 7-9 becoming hurricanes, and 3-5 of these becoming major hurricanes. This prediction reflects a very likely continuation of above-normal activity that began in 1995.

NOAA predicts that the vast majority of the tropical storms and hurricanes in 2005 will form during August to October. Many of these are likely to form over the tropical Atlantic and Caribbean Sea in the region between 9°N-21.5°N, which is typical for above-normal seasons. These systems generally track westward toward the Caribbean Sea and/or United States as they strengthen. Historically, similar seasons have averaged 2-3 landfalling hurricanes in the continental United States and 1-2 hurricanes in the region around the Caribbean Sea. NOAA says however, that it is currently not possible to confidently predict, at these extended ranges, the number or intensity of landfalling hurricanes, and whether or not a given locality will be impacted by a hurricane this season.

At the 2005 National Hurricane Conference, in New Orleans, Dr. William Gray announced his predictions for the upcoming hurricane season.

On April 1st, his predictions were modified slightly. He increased the number of named storms to thirteen and increased the number of hurricanes for the season to seven. The number of intense hurricanes stayed the same - at three.
Preparation Information for Dukes County RESIDENTS

NEVER PLAN YOUR ACTIONS ON THE ANTICIPATED TIME OF LANDFALL.

>TYPICALLY IN SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND...HEAVY RAINS AND WINDS TO TROPICAL STORM FORCE WILL MAKE ANY TRAVEL OR OUTDOOR PREPARATION WORK DANGEROUS AS MUCH AS 15 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF THE EYE OF THE STORM.

>  - REMEMBER THAT MOST TROPICAL SYSTEMS APPROACHING OUR REGION WILL ACCELERATE DRAMATICALLY. THIS WILL GREATLY REDUCE THE TIME YOU HAVE TO PREPARE.  BUILD EXTRA TIME INTO YOUR PLAN OF ACTION.

>  - NEVER STEP OUTSIDE DURING THE PASSAGE OF THE EYE.  THE OFTEN CALM CONDITIONS WILL BE RAPIDLY REPLACED BY A DRAMATIC SHIFT IN WIND DIRECTION AND A RETURN TO HURRICANE FORCE WINDS.

>  - KNOW YOUR EVACUATION ROUTES AND THE PROPER SHELTERS FOR YOUR AREA. CHECK WITH YOUR LOCAL TOWN HALL TO SEE IF YOU ARE IN AN VACUATION ZONE.

>  - MOST SHELTERS WILL NOT ALLOW PETS.  MAKE ARRANGEMENTS AHEAD OF TIME FOR A PLACE FOR YOUR PETS TO STAY.  SOME ANIMAL HOSPITALS OFFER TO KEEP PETS UNTIL YOU ARE ABLE TO RETURN HOME.

>  - KNOW WHERE YOUR GAS AND WATER SHUTOFFS ARE.  IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU TURN OFF BOTH YOUR GAS AND WATER BEFORE YOU LEAVE YOUR HOME.

>  - IF YOU CHOOSE NOT TO HEAD TO A SHELTER...MAKE ARRANGEMENTS NOW WITH RELATIVES OR FRIENDS IF YOU WISH TO STAY WITH THEM SHOULD YOU NEED TO EVACUATE.

For County Departments; 

The County Emergency Management Agency will email department heads in advance of any hurricanes.

Periodic hurricane preparedness guidelines will be emailed to department heads for inclusion on their bulletin boards.

An abbreviated form of the County Hurricane plan will be distributed to department heads prior to the start of the hurricane season.

County Emergency Management actions with other agencies during weather related emergencies are as follows:

The County Emergency Management Agency acts as a backup coordination agency between the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency and the Emergency Managers of the towns of Aquinnah, Chilmark, Edgartown, Tisbury, West Tisbury, Gosnold, and the Wampanoag tribe.  As such, the County Emergency Manager forwards information to the state such as flooded areas, Shelters in operation and the number of occupants sheltered, Hospital beds available, Roads closed, Areas damaged, etc.  In addition, the county emergency manager, in accordance with the  island-wide Shelter Memorandum of Understanding, co-ordinates the flow of shelter information among the island emergency managers.  In addition to the shelter information, the county emergency manager also acts as an island-wide information hub among the island emergency managers, distributing information for the state Emergency management agencies and keeping the island emergency managers abreast of what is going on in other towns, as far as possible.  Lastly, the county coordinates with the Red Cross, the SSA, the Hospital, the MVTA, the airport, and the Dukes County House of corrections.

The county emergency management office also distributes Hurricane preparedness Information.  The general public can obtain Hurricane preparedness informational brochures from the Dukes County Emergency Management Office at the County Building and from  the County’s website www.dukescounty.org  Click on County Services and then on Emergency Management 

Thank You

