ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION

Martha’s Vineyard Medical Reserve Corps

ARTICLE I – NAME

The name of the organization shall be Martha’s Vineyard Medical Reserve Corps, hereinafter known as the Organization.  It shall be a voluntary unincorporated organization.

ARTICLE II – PURPOSE

The Organization is organized for the purposes of assisting the local community during a public health emergency by providing a rapid, coordinated and specific response using locally recruited medical, mental health, public health and health support volunteers appropriately trained in the latest emergency response methods.

ARTICLE III – GOVERNING BODY

The governing body of the MV-MRC shall be made up of Eleven (11) regular members and ?? associate members.  

Regular members shall consist of one representative appointed by each of the following organizations:  Town of Aquinnah Board of Health, Town of Chilmark Board of Health, Town of Edgartown Board of Health, Town of Oak Bluffs Board of Health, Town of Tisbury Board of Health, Town of West Tisbury Board of Health, Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) Health Department, Martha’s Vineyard Hospital, County of Dukes County, the Visiting Nurse Service of MVCS (non-administrative representative) and the Vineyard Nursing Association (non administrative representative).  

In order to ensure continuity to the governing body a staggered appointment schedule will be established for the regular members by an initial appointment period of one (1) year for the representatives from the Town of Aquinnah Board of Health, Town of Edgartown Board of Health, Town of Tisbury Board of Health, Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) Health Department, County of Dukes County and the Vineyard Nursing Association.  The representatives from the Town of Chilmark Board of Health, Town of Oak Bluffs Board of Health, Town of West Tisbury Board of Health, M.V. Hospital and the Visiting Nurse Service of MVCS shall be appointed for a period of two (2) years. Following the initial appointment, all appointments will be for a two (2) year period.  Appointments will be effective on Jan 1st .

Associate members shall consist of one representative appointed to serve a ?? year term by each of the following organizations: ???

Regular members shall have the right and privilege to vote at MV-MRC meetings, hold office, or consider matters of policy at meetings of the MV-MRC or in its affairs.  Associate members shall be entitled to the floor at meetings and on subjects properly before the MV-MRC.
ARTICLE IV – DUES

There shall be no dues for the Organization.

ARTICLE V – MEETINGS

Meetings shall be held approximately monthly with the date and time set by vote of the members.  The Annual Meeting shall be held as determined by the membership.  

ARTICLE VI – VOTING

Fifty percent, plus one of the regular members present in person shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of the Organization.  When a quorum is present, a vote of a majority of members voting shall decide any question brought before such meeting.  Each regular member shall be entitled to one vote.  Each regular member may send an alternate to represent him/her for a vote or by delivering a written proxy to the start of a meeting.

ARTICLE VII – OFFICERS

Elections of Officers:  Officers shall be elected by the Organization at the annual meeting from the regular membership for a term of one (1) year and shall serve until their successor is elected.  Nominations will be accepted from members on the floor at the annual meeting. 

Chairman:  The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Organization and shall be an ex officio member of all committees.  The Chairman shall perform such duties as usually pertain to that office in such an Organization and such other duties as are assigned to the president by the Organization.  The Chairman shall be responsible for seeing that minutes of the meetings are recorded and distributed to the members and associate members.

Vice-Chairman:  The Vice-Chairman shall preside pro tem with authority to act at all meetings of the Organization in the absence of the Chairman.  The Vice-Chairman shall assist the Chairman in the performance of his/her duties.

Treasurer: The Martha’s Vineyard Medical Reserve Corps (MVMRC). Treasurer shall collect, receive, and transmit all money to the Dukes County Treasurer for safe keeping in a General Ledger Fund, separate from County Funds, and to be dispersed only for MVMRC business.  The Treasurer shall receive bills to the Medical Reserve Corps, verify the bills, and shall deliver the bills to the Dukes County Treasurer for payment from the fund of the MVMRC. The Treasurer will keep a monthly statement and will deliver that statement to the governing board of the MVMRC at each monthly meeting. The MVMRC fund will be subject to an annual audit in accordance with the Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB). The voting members of the Governing Body are the ultimate authority for the dispersement of funds.

Clerk: The clerk will take the minutes of the monthly meetings.
ARTICLE VIII – COMMITTEES

Ad Hoc Committees may be created with terms, membership, and duties established by the vote of the members.

ARTICLE IX – POSTING OF MEETING

ARTICLE X AMENDMENTS TO THE ARTICLES

Amendments to these By-Laws shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the regular members attending an Annual or regular meeting of the Organization.  Amendments must be submitted in writing to the MV-MRC at least seven (7) days prior to any meeting at which they will be considered.
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