Agenda

Item 1 –  Presentation by Jeffrey Trask  and James Manion from the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency 

Regional Emergency Planning Committee - presentation of the REPC program with specific emphasis on how the REPC system can useful to the selectmen:


a) To develop Code Red Protocols

b) To develop plans that would allow all selectmen to coordinate the simultaneous passage of information from their town  to all of the other selectmen on the island.

c) To develop plans for resupply of food and fuel after the disaster


d) To develop methods of integrating non-municipal agencies into an island-wide disaster response planning process (Steamship Authority, MV Airport, MV Hospital, Assets available through the American Red Cross, the Salvation Army, the Wampanoag Tribe, R.M Packers Barging and Docking facilities, Comm Electric, Comcast, The Phone Company, WMVY, MVTV, MV High School, Chapman-Cole-Gleason Funereal Home, etc.)

e) To develop plans that would mitigate the confusion among the general public and the subsequent additional workload on selectman caused by the dissemination of misinformation endemic to the use of the new mass communication devices by the general public

Item 2 – Discussion by Jeffrey Trask, James Mannion, MEMA and George Baker, Chairman of the Barnstable County REPC with the Island Selectmen

Discussion of the issue of special interest to Selectmen – “Sovereignty”  and the explanation of  how Sovereignty is protected under  the REPC system and how Sovereignty can be enhanced by REPC system

Report re: Regional Emergency Planning Committee meeting with Jeff Trask (MEMA Headqurters) & James Manion, MEMA Regional Office, Bridgewater

Discussed the presentation of the REPC approach of all hazard planning rather than just Hazardous Material planning as the program was originally designed for.

Discussed the explanation of the REPC program from the perspective of selectman and the need to adapt the REPC program so as to address the current needs of the selectman discovered during the latest emergency

Discussed the following examples to be used during the explanation of how the REPC system can useful to the selectmen:


1) To develop Code Red Protocols

2) To develop plans that would allow all selectmen to coordinate the simultaneous passage of information from their town  to all of the other selectmen on the island.

3) To develop plans for resupply of food and fuel after the disaster


4) To develop methods of integrating non-municipal agencies into an island-wide disaster response planning process (Steamship Authority, MV Airport, MV Hospital, Assets available through the American Red Cross, the Salvation Army, the Wampanoag Tribe, R.M Packers Barging and Docking facilities, Comm Electric, Comcast, The Phone Company, WMVY, MVTV, MV High School, Chapman-Cole-Gleason Funereal Home, etc.)

5) To develop plans that would mitigate the confusion among the general public and the subsequent additional workload on selectman caused by the dissemination of misinformation endemic to the use of the new mass communication devices by the general public 

Discussed the following advantages to be explained during the REPC presentation 

Advantages of receiving grants for Planning


Advantages  of receiving aid quicker


Advantages of liability protection for towns during emergencies

Discussed the subject of not wanting to belong to an REPC because of a perceived lack of Hazardous Material in many of the Island towns

Discussed the issue of special interest to Selectmen – “Sovereignty”  and the explanation of  how Sovereignty is protected under  the REPC system and how Sovereignty is enhanced by REPC system 

Discussed seating arrangements – Will be set up as a discussion group rather than as a speakers platform. 

