MARTHA’S VINEYARD EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION

Minutes of meeting of September 13, 2004

The meeting opened at 7:15 on September 13th, 2004

The minutes for the meeting of August 8th, 2004 were read and accepted as modified.

Members present:  R. Belain (Aquinnah), D. Bryant (Chilmark), C. Cotnoir (Dukes County) N. Durawa (Edgartown), D. Medders (American Red Cross),  R. Townes (Tisbury), Bret Stearns (Wampanoag Tribe), 

Guests: S. Stevens-Grunden, (American Red Cross)

I – LEPC Discussion   

The following question was asked, “Do we post the presentation IAW the open meeting law and is it the start of the LEPC?”  Bret Stearns asked if the presentation was Island-wide. Richard Townes said yes.

Bret Stearns asked if we want a quote from someone to write the LEPC document.  A motion was made by Deborah and seconded by Bret.  Bret will ask Jeff Mosholder for a “Scope of Work” and Bret will fund the scope.  Then, we’ll submit the scope to the state for approval.  When the scope of work is approved, we’ll put it out to bid.  Bret will report on this at the next meeting.

Regarding the presentation, the County will contact the MV Airport, Sheriff, SSA, VTA, Hospital, and the broadcast and print media after the date is set.

The meeting will be in November.  Chuck will contact MEMA for possible dates.

A discussion, regarding the outline of a letter to be sent to prospective participants, was conducted. The outline subjects included an Introduction which included the goal of LEPC presentation, the importance of forming an LEPC, the current status of LEPC, a request for a department representative to attend the LEPC presentation, and a summary of  how LEPC would achieve a unified preparation and response.

Deborah Medders volunteered to compose the letter.

II - LEPC 

Discussion regarding request to Fire Chiefs to provide a list of Industries/Companies that use or store Hazardous Materials was tabled.

III – Discussion regarding the Comm Center’s request to have a copy of the phone and email information of our members was approved.  Chuck will deliver the information to the Comm Center.

IV – MEMA Chemical Hazards Handbook 

Chuck related that Elaine Denniston (MEMA) will be presenting the new handbook for Chemical hazards that has just been printed to the members at one our meetings.  This handbook lists all the chemicals that could be encountered by First Responders. This handbook should be in all response vehicles. Chuck will co-ordinate for possible dates. 

NEW BUSINESS

V – Driving Ban Bylaw

Richard Townes suggested that someone approach the Island Police Chiefs Association to investigate the possibilities of establishing an island-wide driving ban during hurricanes, etc. ARC will go to the Police Chiefs Meeting to discuss this because of their need to do Damage Assessements. 

VI - Red Cross Packets discussion

The ARC/SSA discussions regarding the prepositioning of ARC supplies and equipment is in progress

ARC would like to discuss Alternative Shelters at a future meeting

VII – Bioterrorism Funds

Bret Stearns said that the Tribe is giving funds to the Tri-Town Ambulance and that he has some money left in his budget for training or informational packets.  Bret offered to help with multi-jurisdictional training. 

VIII – ARC Training

Deborah said that ARC would like to offer mass-care and shelter operations training to anyone island-wide

IX – Vineyard Haven/Oak Bluffs/SSA meeting

Richard Townes said that he and Peter Martell (Oak Bluffs) are meeting with the SSA regarding the establishment of an SSA vehicle staging area for transient, off-island shelter recipients. These recipients, would use these staging areas after a storm, to allow their vehicles to be sequenced into the normal SSA vehicle loading system.  The objective is to allow the recipients to vacate the shelters, and board the ferries, at the earliest possible moment, thereby, reducing the load on the shelter and the shelter management.

X - The next meeting will be on October 4, 2004 at 7:00 pm at the County Building

XI  - Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm

