MARTHA’S VINEYARD EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION

Minutes of meeting of October 4th, 2004

The meeting opened at 7:15 on October 4th, 2004

Members present:  D. Bryant (Chilmark), C. Cotnoir (Dukes County), D. Medders (American Red Cross),  R. Townes (Tisbury), Judy Sibert (West Tisbury), 

Guests: S. Stevens-Grunden, (American Red Cross)

Item 1 - The minutes for the meeting of September 13th, 2004 were read and accepted as modified.

OLD BUSINESS

Item 2 – Shelter MOU discussion – Status report 

All  Towns, Tribe and ARC have signed.  MOU has been submitted to the County for signature

Item 3 - LEPC – Discussion regarding MEMA presentation to Town Officials (Police Chiefs, Fire Chiefs, etc.).  MEMA representative Elaine Denniston has committed to put on the presentation for Town Officials in November. Possible Dates are Nov. 1, 8, 22. It will correspond with our MVEMDA meeting in November.
A tentative date of Nov 4th was selected. Judy will talk to theWest Tisbury Fire Chief regarding the location, time, date, and duration of the meeting.  

Also, our meeting time will be right after the presentation so that Elaine Denniston can answer any LEPC questions from our members and so that Doug Forbes can distribute the copies of the 2004 Emergency Response Handbook.

Item 4 - LEPC – Discussion regarding MEMA letter to Town Officials

Each town will invite their own departments and any companies that are in that town’s jurisdiction.

The county will invite the SSA, MV Hospital, VTA, MV Airport, County Sheriffs Department and the County Commissioners.

Item 5
- LEPC – Discussion regarding request to Fire Chiefs to provide a list of Industries/Companies that use or store Hazardous Materials

This item was tabled for a later date.  

Item 6 - Comm Center Information Request status 

Our “Member Phone and Email List” has been hand delivered to the Comm Center.

NEW BUSINESS

Item 7
- Discussion – Radio Call Signs, etc. Judy Sibert (West Tisbury)

A request to the Comm Center for call signs for Emergency Managers and Assistant Emergency Managers should be initiated. 

A request for Emergency Managers to be able to transmit on the 229 band and the Fire Band, with additional permission to use 860 for emergencies only, should also be initiated.

It was suggested that the Island Police departments be approached and to encourage all towns to use 79 and 79a.  

It was further suggested that a request be initiated to the Comm Center to change the Emergency Manager Page call from “Civil Defense” to “Emergency Management”.

Pager issue – Who has pagers (call Comm Center or Bardwell)

Item 8
- MEMA/MVEMDA meeting (November) – Elaine Denniston will be available to EM’s for LEPC questions. Doug Forbes will be presenting the new handbook for Chemical Hazards that has just been printed.  This handbook lists all the chemicals that could be encountered by First Responders. This handbook should be in all response vehicles.

Item 9
- Alternate Shelter Discussion (ARC).

Deborah Medders invited the EM’s from each town to have a discussion regarding Alternate Shelters

Item 10 - Opportunity for members to bring up new business

Deborah Medders offered to initiate action that would bring an ARC class, Pets in Disasters,  to the Island for Veterinarians and Animal Control Officers. 

Item 11  - The next meeting will be on the date of the LEPC presentation

Item 12   - Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm

