MARTHA’S VINEYARD EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION

Minutes of meeting of November 9th, 2004

The meeting opened at 7:20 on November 9th, 2004

Members present:  C. Cotnoir (Dukes County), D. Medders (American Red Cross),  R. Townes (Tisbury), Judy Sibert (West Tisbury), 

Guests: D. Mayhew (Tisbury), R Gilkes, (American Red Cross)

Item 1 - The minutes for the meeting of October 4th, 2004 were read and accepted as modified.
Item 2 -  Training Availability Handouts were distributed

OLD BUSINESS

Item 3 - Shelter MOU discussion – Status report 

MOU is awaiting County action.

Item 4 - LEPC presentation –Status report

A discussion was held regarding MEMA presentation to Town Officials (Police Chiefs, Fire Chiefs, etc.).  MEMA representative Elaine Denniston has committed to put on the presentation for Town Officials on December 6th. It will correspond with our MVEMDA meeting in December. Judy Sibert has secured the West Tisbury Fire House for the meeting

Also, our meeting time will be right after the presentation so that Elaine Denniston can answer any LEPC questions from our members and so that Doug Forbes can distribute the copies of the 2004 Emergency Response Handbook.

Item 5 - LEPC – Progress Report by members  regarding LEPC presentation letter to Town Officials  (Police Chiefs, Fire Chiefs, etc.).  MEMA

Tisbury has invited the Selectmen, Police, Fire, Board of Health, DPW, and the Water Department. West Tisbury has invited the Selectmen, Police, Fire, and Board of Health.  Judy Sibert will also represent the All-Island EMS.

Item 6 - Progress report – Radio Call Signs, Frequency Use, and pager name change.

Pager name change: Civil Defense to Emergency Management has been accomplished by Judy Sibert.  The rest of this issue is tabled until January

Item 7 - MEMA/MVEMDA meeting (December) – 

Elaine Denniston will be available to EM’s for LEPC questions. Doug Forbes will be presenting the new handbook for Chemical hazards that has just been printed.  This handbook lists all the chemicals that could be encountered by First Responders. This handbook should be in all response vehicles.

Item 8 - Alternate Shelter Discussion and Progress Report (ARC).

ARC reports that there has been no response from the towns.  Deborah Medders said that ARC will do surveys of secondary shelters

NEW BUSINESS

Item 9 - Letter from the Martha’s Vineyard Commission

A letter from the Martha’s Vineyard Commission regarding an offer of planning and GIS expertise to the MVEMDA was read.  The members made a motion to invite the MVC to the January meeting.

Item 10 – Pictometry
A short presentation on this subject was made by the Dukes County rep.

Item 11- Driving Ban
Deborah Medders went to the All-Island Police Chiefs Association Meeting by request of MVEMDA to ask about a road ban during emergencies.  Judy Sibert told the members that the Police Chiefs do not have the authority to impose a road ban, nor do they have the ability to enforce it. That authority rests with the selectment and requires a bylaw from each town and an MOU between the towns.  Judy said that the EM’s should write a collective bylaw and each individual EM will take it to the individual towns.

The guidelines should be:

1) bylaw ticket across the Island

2) EM’s will be the coordinating Agency for individual town road closing

3) Selectment will be the initiating authority

Judy will write the draft and the deadline should be the spring town meetings

Item 12  - The next meeting will be on the date of the LEPC presentation

Item 13   - Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm

