Memorandum of Agreement

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into on this ___ day of________, 2005, between the Towns of Aquinnah, Chilmark, Edgartown, Oak Bluffs, Tisbury and West Tisbury, Massachusetts hereinafter known as “the TOWNs” and the Wampanoag Tribe of Aquinnah, hereinafter known as “the TRIBE”, and the County of Dukes County, hereinafter known as “the COUNTY”.

Whereas the NIMS (National Incident Management System) mandates that “public information functions must be coordinated and integrated across jurisdictions and across functional agencies; among Federal, State, local and tribal partners; and with private sector and nongovernmental organizations.” [II-C-1-b (page 29)], and

Whereas the TOWNs and the TRIBE desire to create a JIS (Joint Information System) as described in the NIMS, to provide “organized, integrated, and timely, accurate, and consistent information to the public in a crisis” [II-C-2-a (page 30)], 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BELOW SIGNED DO MUTUALLY AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

1. During a wide-spread emergency or incident of significance that impacts or has high probability to affect, the Island of Martha’s Vineyard, the TOWNs, the COUNTY and the TRIBE, each jurisdiction will designate an individual to act as their Public Information Officer (PIO) for it’s jurisdiction to handle the release of information related to the emergency;

2. The TOWNs, the TRIBE and the COUNTY will designate a single individual to act as a Public Information Liaison for the duration of the emergency. An Assistant may also be designated for complex or long-term incidents.

3. The TOWNs, TRIBE and the COUNTY will provide the Public Information Liaison with the name and contact information of their PIO as soon as possible. 

4. The Public Information Liaison will contact other relevant public and private entities, such as but not limited to the Hospital, SSA, VTA and Red Cross and encourage them to provide their PIO contact information and participate in the JIS as well. 

5. The Public Information Liaison will compile and disseminate a list of PIO contact information to the TOWNs, the TRIBE, the COUNTY and other contributing public and private entities. 

6. During a small-scale event, any information or statements to be released by any PIO will be sent to the Liaison prior to release, to assure consistency and continuity. If, due to an emergency situation, it is not feasible, then it should be sent as soon afterwards as possible. The Liaison will provide copies of any releases to all PIOs for review. PIOs that identify any discrepancies, contradictions or duplications should coordinate with the submitting PIO to consider correcting or combining releases.

7. During a large-scale incident or long-term event, a location will be designated to serve as a Joint Information Center (JIC). PIOs may choose designated meeting times, be stationed there or designate a representative to be stationed there for the duration of the emergency.

8. Should at any time any of the above be activated, the Liaison will notify the appropriate media sources and provide them with the PIO contact and JIC information. When requested to do so by the PIOs, the Liaison will schedule press conferences.

9. Whenever a Regional or State JIS is in operation, due to an emergency that affects the Island, one or more individuals will be designated as representatives. Representatives may be for single TOWNs, a group of TOWNs or the all the TOWNs, the TRIBE and the COUNTY. The heads of each jurisdiction will make this decision.

10. Any TOWN, the TRIBE or the COUNTY may withdraw from this agreement at any time and for any reason.

Signed:

Town of Aquinnah

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







Town of Chilmark

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







Town of Edgartown

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







Town of Oak Bluffs

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







Town of Tisbury

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







Town of West Tisbury

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







County of Dukes County

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







Wampanoag Tribe of Aquinnah

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)
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