Memorandum of Agreement

THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into on the ___ day of________, 2005, between the Towns of Aquinnah, Chilmark, Edgartown, Oak Bluffs, Tisbury and West Tisbury, Massachusetts hereinafter known as “the TOWNs” and the Wampanoag Tribe of Aquinnah, hereinafter known as “the TRIBE”, the County of Dukes County, hereinafter known as “the COUNTY”, and WMVY Radio (92.7 FM).

Whereas the NIMS (National Incident Management System) mandates that “public information functions must be coordinated and integrated across jurisdictions and across functional agencies; among Federal, State, local and tribal partners; and with private sector and nongovernmental organizations.” [II-C-1-b (page 29)], and

Whereas the TOWNs and the TRIBE desire to provide “organized, integrated, and timely, accurate, and consistent information to the public in a crisis” [II-C-2-a (page 30)], and

Whereas WMVY Radio (92.7 FM) is a critical part of the public information system on Martha’s Vineyard, 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BELOW SIGNED DO MUTUALLY AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That any time a TOWN or the TRIBE is considering utilizing WMVY Radio to deliver information to the public during an emergency that is affecting or has the potential to affect the entire island, such as a public health or weather emergency, the Emergency Management Director of that TOWN or the TRIBE will convey that information to the Dukes County Emergency Management Director;

2. The COUNTY Emergency Management Director will contact the other TOWNs and the TRIBE to see if they also have emergency messages. 

3. If any of the other TOWNS or the TRIBE also have messages, the COUNTY Director will arrange a discussion to consider coordinating the messages. The discussion could be by radio, phone, meeting or any means appropriate at the time. WMVY should be encouraged to supply input and/or participate if possible.

4. If, because of an emergent situation a TOWN or the TRIBE needs to request that WMVY Radio broadcast an emergency message before notifying the COUNTY Director, they should let him/her know as soon as possible thereafter. The process will then proceed as above for future messages.

5. Any participant may choose to not take part in this agreement at any time for any reason.

Signed:

Town of Aquinnah

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







Town of Chilmark

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







Town of Edgartown

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







Town of Oak Bluffs

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







Town of Tisbury

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







Town of West Tisbury

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







County of Dukes County

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







Wampanoag Tribe of Aquinnah

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)

WMVY Radio 92.7 FM

__________________________________________________________


                                     (Signature & Title)







Page 1 of 3

