NOAA Raises The 2005 Atlantic Hurricane Season Outlook

A very active Atlantic hurricane season is underway, and with more storms projected, NOAA increased the number of storms in its

. NOAA expects an additional 11 to 14 tropical storms from August through November, with seven to nine becoming hurricanes, including three to five major hurricanes. In total, this season is likely to yield 18 to 21 tropical storms, with nine to 11 becoming hurricanes, including five to seven major hurricanes.
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Atmospheric and oceanic conditions that favor an active hurricane season are now in place, as was predicted in the pre-season outlook.

"Warmer-than-normal sea-surface temperatures and low wind shear are

among the culprits behind these stronger and more numerous storms,"

said Gerry Bell, lead meteorologist on NOAA's Atlantic Hurricane Seasonal

Outlook. This confluence of optimal ocean and atmosphere conditions has

been known to produce increased tropical storm activity in multi-decadal

(approximately 20-30 year) cycles.

Because of this, NOAA expects a continuation of above-normal seasons

for another decade or perhaps longer.

NOAA's research shows that this reoccurring cycle is the dominant

climate factor that controls Atlantic hurricane activity.

The multi-decadal signal that has contributed to increased Atlantic activity since 1995 has also produced a marked decrease in hurricanes in the eastern Pacific hurricane region. Similar conditions also produced very active Atlantic hurricane seasons during the 1950s and 1960s. In contrast, the opposite phase of this signal during 1970-1994 resulted in only three above-normal Atlantic hurricane seasons in the entire 25-

year period.

An average Atlantic hurricane season, which runs from June 1 through November 30, produces 10 named storms in which six become hurricanes, including two major hurricanes with winds of at least 111 mph. The most active hurricane season was in 1933 with 21 storms, followed by 1995 with 19 storms. The most hurricanes in a season was 12 in 1969, and the highest number of major hurricanes was eight in 1950.

Excerpt from http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2005/s2484.htm or see the press release

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/outlooks/hurricane.html for more information. (NOAA's Climate

Prediction Center, Hurricane Research Division and National Hurricane Center)
