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1) Ask Commissioners to define the appropriate role of County Government in bringing the island together to face an Island –wide disaster.

2) What steps should be made to ensure a current , coordinated, comprehensive plan for the management of a Natural, manmade or public health disaster.

For example, we are long overdue for a hurricane, on the scale of a Katrina. Another example is that we are hearing a lot of talk about a worldwide flu Pandemic.

In order to acquaint you with what we would be facing in the event of a devastating hurricane, I looked into what the overall effects of a Katrina hurricane using the data collected from Katrina and applied it to the infrastructure on Martha’s Vineyard. 
After I brief you about that,  I’ll tell you the questions that the Islanders will demand that their leaders answer.

All Emergency Managers have to look at the worst case scenario when they do their briefings to public officials, because, even though the worst case scenario seldom happens, if it does, the public officials are the ones that the local citizenry is going to hold accountable, sometimes unjustifiably so.

In our case here on the Island, there would be consequences that would cross all town boundaries.  

Starting with the immediate consequences in the aftermath of a  disaster that could overwhelm each individual town:

Day 1

Inadequate transportation vehicles for moving injured people to the Hospital

The beach roads in Tisbury and Edgartown/Oak Bluffs are destroyed making them unusable for Hospital transportation.

All 4 roads at the blinkers are backed up for miles with people 

MV Hospital is overwhelmed with injured

Time to do the work is now, not when 

