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County Emergency Management functions in normal time as an information collection and clearinghouse and during emergencies, functions as a coordination point for towns and the state for those towns that desire it.  …. We act mainly as facilitators. The towns handle their own Emergency Management issues and they do it primarily by acting only within their own town boundaries.  …. There is no coherent plan to act regionally on any issue.

 Another thing that we have a part in is the County Public Health Committee, chaired by Dr. Ilene Klein,   … as part of the island’s Essential Public Health Services survey,  … Essential Health Service #2 … Diagnose and Investigate Health Problems and Health Hazards in the Community

 We have been appointed as the EDS HAN administrator by the Island town Bds of Health. I am currently training an additional member of the team in HAN administration. 

The Director of the County Emergency Management was elected by the majority of the Island Town Emergency Managers as the Chairman of the Martha’s Vineyard Emergency Management Directors Association.  This is helpful to those off-Island agencies that would like to meet with all the town EM’s at once. 

And lastly, the County Emergency Management Agency is uniquely positioned to be a conduit of information from off-island agencies, such as yourself, to County and non-town aligned Public Service Agencies , such as Regional transportation entities, Communication entities, and Financial entities

… and for critical infrastructure private businesses, such as energy providers, grocery  providers, Pharmacy providers, etc., 

… In other words, we can be a conduit of information to those entities who would not be directly served by the local Boards of Health

Now I’d like to ask that after you discuss your business with us, that you discuss the following three questions.

What the County is interested in is to be able to facilitate, facilitate being the key word here, to facilitate a more regional approach to Island Emergency Planning, specifically in respect to the Hospital.  Can you help us?

Secondly, the County would like to know how the Dukes County Emergency Management TEAM can help the MDPH accomplish it’s mission in preparing the island individuals, businesses, and critical infrastructure for Avian Flu or Flu Pandemic.

And Lastly, from the DPH’s perspective, in regard to Avian Flu / Flu Pandemic, how would they like to see the Island Town Boards of Health and the island Emergency Managers interact during the preparation, response, and recovery phases? 

