Goals
· To position Dukes County to be perceived by island residents as the leading coordinating agency during normal times and times of economic turmoil because of the alliances between Dukes County and the island farming community for part of the food needs; the island fishing community for part of the food needs; with the fuel transportation and provision sector for energy needs, the communications sector; the sea, air, and ground transportation sector for logistical movement of supplies; the banking sector for financial needs; the public school system; 


· To position Dukes County to be a lead agency which the state of Massachusetts, and the Federal Government, and disaster relief  Non-Government Organizations could have sufficient confidence in, to interact with, for the provision, to some extent, of public assistance during times of economic turmoil


·  To position Dukes County to be the lead agency  for sustainable economic development by creating an Island Economic Development Copmmission which would be a partnership between Dukes County and those island residents that hold high positions or are influential in government, are associated with large national or multi-national companies in a management or ownership capacity ,  are successful sole proprietor entrepreneurs, or are associated with large NGO organizations: 
· to create online training opportunities for island residents to learn basic survival techniques that could sustain some of the island population on a self sufficient basis during those times when supplies and services would be difficult, if not available regionally


· to create a part-time, paid Island Reserve Force to meet 1 weekend a month to practice those skills that would be useful to the Economic Development Committee in the event of a breakdown in 


for the creation of an emergency  backup workforce of island residents to operate their businesses from Martha’[s Vineyard and
that they would wish to use the island as their survival redoubt during times of economic turmoil
