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Kenwood Forum For discussion of land mobile radio products manufactured by Kenwood. This is to include the TK(R) and NX(R) series radios and their associated accessories. This forum is not for the TM series; use Amateur Radio Equipment.
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Seeking info re: TK-7360HV Mobile 



I am contemplating the purchase of a TK-7360HV for my automobile. I have installed amateur radios in some of my past vehicles, but this is my first attempt at installing a commercial radio. Despite many in our organization being amateurs, our official radios and repeaters are commercial band and we are cracking down on people using modified amateur radios. Anyway, the main info I'm looking for has to do with some of the options. I see two external speaker options... a KES-3 and KES-5, with the KES-5 requiring KCT-60, the DB 15-15 pin Molex adapter cable. I'm not sure why the adapter cable is needed. I can't find anything online to explain that. The other issue is KCT-18, the ignition sense cable; it also requires that same KCT-60 adapter cable. I plan on running 10 or 12 gauge wire from the battery to the radio and like the idea of having an ignition sense cable to only allow power when ignition is on... so I don't drain my battery accidently. My biggest question is does the use of the ignition sense cable prevent me from using the KES-5 speaker? Also, what advantage is there to the use of the KES-5 over the KES-3... I have not found much info on either speaker.
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Aor Ar 1000xlt Handheld Scanner 

$15.50 

[image: image23.png]Free
) Shipping







Uniden Bearcat Scanner BC100XLT - 100 Channel Radio 

$24.99 

[image: image25.png]






uniden bearcat scanner 

$13.16 
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Uniden Bearcat BC125AT Handheld Scanner, Portable w/ 500 Chann... 

$89.00 
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The KES-3 is a small regular external speaker. The KES-5 is a little bigger and is a POWERED speaker and needs to use the KCT adaptor to get that power.

The KCT-60 is the mulit fuction molix adaptor that KCT-18 ignition sense wire and the KES-5 speaker and other options plug into.

You can use the KES-3 spkr, and the ingition sense at the same time with out the KES-5 speaker.
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Just so I understand correctly, the speaker and ignition sense cable can be simultaneously attached to the KCT-60 cable ?
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Lets see if I can clear this up a little.

The KES-3 is a small compact speaker that can handle 3 or 4 watts, fine for this radio, and terminates with a 3.5mm phone plug.

The KES-5 is a larger, heavy duty speaker that can go up to 40 watts (and is not "powered" by the way). It terminates with just molex pins crimped on the ends.

The KCT-18 ignition wire also terminates with a molex pin.

To use a KES-3 on a 7360, just pull off the dust cover and plug it in the 3.5mm speaker jack. The internal speaker cuts off as you would expect.

For a KES-5, there is no molex connector on the radio to plug the pins into, so you use the KCT-60 to transition from the DB-15 ACC connector to a molex connector. The gotcha here is even after you hook it up, no sound comes out. You need to program a button on the radio for "external speaker". Pressing this button will toggle between the internal speaker and the KES-5. Mostly designed for the external speaker to be in a remote location or outside the vehicle.

The KCT-18 likewise will need the KCT-60 to connect to the radio and yes both this and a speaker can be hooked here together. To use ignition sense a jumper inside the radio needs to be removed and the software programming set to the type of ignition sense to use (default is disabled) and whether you want timed power off. The service manual cautions that use of the ignition sense lead with the jumper in is "disallowed".

Alternatives: Cut the pins off of the KES-5, solder on your own 3.5mm phone plug and stick it in the speaker jack. Also, the service manual states that the pin of the KCT-18 can be cut off and the wire snaked into the radio and soldered directly to a pad labeled "IGN". This deletes the need for a KCT-60.
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Thanks ramal121... I haven't been able to get an owners manual (as I haven't purchased yet) and I know that commercial radios are often a bit different to amateur radios that I'm accustomed to owning and programming in the past. I just like to know what I'm getting myself into before spending the money. 

In case it matters, I'm a volunteer with a sheriff's search and rescue communications unit. We are responsible for the radios all searchers use, the radios in our communications truck and all the other radios officially owned by the sheriff's SAR. Those of us on the communications unit have strengths in different areas... mine is not with the details of radio maintenance and programming. Individuals on the team are allowed to own their own personal radios for SAR use, but responsible for their own maintenance if personally owned. Many in the past have used MARS/CAP modified amateur radios. Through our process of converting all of our radios to narrowband, we are trying to stop the use modified amateur radios. Some have gone to supposedly type-accepted portables from Wouxun, but we're having mixed results. We were offered a deal from a local Kenwood dealer for a repeater with purchase of a certain number of radios at a discounted price, which is what I'm looking to do. The mobile radio recommended is this TK-7360HV while the portable recommendation is the Kenwood TK-2170. As our current portables are only 16-channel radios, the TK-2170 will be beneficial. With additional repeaters we're deploying and allied-agency channels, 16 is becoming too few.
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Icom IC 720A Radio Transceiver , IC PS-20 Power Supply 
$475.00 
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ICOM IC-7200 Ham Radio Transceiver HF-6 

$765.00 
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ICOM MARINE SSB IC-M710 TRANSCEIVER RADIO 
$850.00 
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Icom IC-7600 HF/6M transceiver in MINT condition in the box 
$3,085.00 
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The TK-7360 mobile and TK-7160 portable are very good choices. With the 136-174 MHz type accepted band split out of the box, plus narrow / wide band per channel, plus alpha numeric display, plus commercial grade priority scan, they will serve you well at a fair price and definitely out perform modified amateur equipment. 

If you are able to use a $5 fuse tap to connect your red lead to power at your fuse block, you don't need the extra ignition sense cable and unless you are in a very noisy vehicle, the smaller less expensive KES-3 speaker will serve you well.
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