
The Tisbury Water Works replaced the water main on Spring 
Street during 2011. This year (2012) we plan to install a water 
main loop from the Manter Well over to the tank site. 
We also plan to replace the unlined cast iron mains in four 
locations: Main Street in West Chop, Tashmoo Avenue, 
Cook Road and West William Street.

  

  
  

 

Our goal, of course, is to conserve water. So, we offer this
reminder: More water is wasted by malfunctioning toilets than
any other source. A leaky toilet can cost you as much as $100
per month. Though your toilet flushes properly, it does not
mean it is leakfree. You can check your toilet bowl for leaks
by putting a little food coloring in the tank and waiting a short
while to see if the color appears in the bowl. If it does, most
times the remedy is simple. The likely culprit is the rubber
flapper in the tank which is easy to replace.  All hardware
stores sell flappers. Many toilet leaks are from the water level
in the tank being set too high and water running through the
overflow. Tisbury Water Works will give you dye tablets for
free if you would like to test the toilets in your home.
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Total Coliform: Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other-
potentially harmful bacteremia may be present. Coliforms were found in more samples than allowed and this is a warning
of potential problems. About our Coliform violation: In September 2011 coliforms were found on two separate occasions
in the water system. After flushing the system, subsequent samples came back negative. We continue to monitor the water
carefully each month for coliforms and other contaminants within the water system.
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TISBURY WATER WORKS

2011 WATER QUALITY TESTING DATA
PWSID #4296000

Date Detected Violation
Contaminants Tested Units MCL MCLG Level Range Major Sources (Yes/No)

Regulated Substances

Inorganic Contaminants

Arsenic 2008 ppb 10 0 2.0 ND - 2.0
Erosion of natural deposits; runoff from 
orchards; runoff from glass and electronics 
production wastes

Barium 2011 ppm 2 2 0.005 0.005 Discharge from drilling wastes; discharge from 
metal refineries; erosion of natural deposits;

Nitrate 2011 ppm 10 10 1.69 ND - 1.69 Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic 
tanks; sewerage; erosion of natural deposits

Radioactive Contaminants
Gross Alpha Activity 2005 pCi/L 15 0 0.17 n/a Erosion of natural deposits No
Radium 226 & 228 2009 pCi/L 5 0 1.12 n/a Erosion of natural deposits No

Volatile Organic Contaminants Erosion of natural deposits
Chloroform 2011 ppb 3.32 3.12 - 3.32 Erosion of natural deposits
Tetrachloroethylene (PCE) 2011 ppb 5 0 1.3 ND - 1.3 Lining of asbestos cement water mains No

Lead & Copper
Tap water samples were collected for lead and copper analysis from 31 homes throughout the service area.

90th Percentile
Lead 2009 ppm 0.015 0 0.0066 ND - 0.043 Corrosion in household plumbing No
Copper 2009 ppm 1.30 1.30 0.178 .030 - .718 Corrosion in household plumbing No

Unregulated Substances Date Units SMCL ORSG Range

Sodium 2011 ppm - 20 7.2 7.2 Road run-off and corrosion control chemicals; No
Naturally occurring in the environment

Sulfate 2011 ppm 250 - 3.8 - 4.4 Naturally occurring in the environment No

Microbial Contaminants

Highest 
# 

Positive 
in a 

Month

Violation

Total Coliform 5 Yes Naturally occurring in the environment
Fecal coliform - E-coli 0 No Human and animal fecal waste
* Compliance with the Fecal Coliform/E. Coli MCL is determined upon additional testing.
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The Tisbury Water Works adds hydrated lime and liquid sodium hydroxide
to its water to increase the pH levels and control corrosion. Testing throughout 
the water system has show that this treatment has been effective at reducing
lead and copper concentrations, and has helped to retard the corrosion of iron
in our old cast iron mains.


