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.13
ACCESSORY APARTMENT

(Adopted Section 04.03.13: April 14, 15, and 22, 1992 - Acting on Article 40)

DEFINITION:

An accessory apartment is an incidental use, a separate housekeeping unit complete with its own sleeping, cooking, and sanitary facilities, which is contained within or added to a single family dwelling structure.

PURPOSE AND INTENT:

The purposes of this Bylaw are to:

1. Provide rental housing for family members and seniors within the architectural context of the Town’s single family home character.

2. Provide an opportunity for family members who choose to live in a close proximity, but separate from other family members, to remain within that family environment.

3. Provide for the health and security concerns of elder or disabled homeowners who wish to remain in their homes.

4. Provide homeowners with additional income to help them retain ownership of their homes.

5. Protect residential stability, property values, and the single  family character of the neighborhoods.

6. Make it possible for the Town to supervise and monitor such additions for code compliance and safety.

CONDITIONS:

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 04.03.12 of this Bylaw, one accessory dwelling unit is permitted 

in an otherwise single family residential dwelling pursuant to a special permit issued under the provisions of Section 04.03.13 and provided that:
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ACCESSORY APARTMENT, cont.

(a)The lot on which the accessory unit is situated is not in either the R3A of the Coastal District.

(b) No more than one(1) accessory unit shall exist on a lot.  If a guest house or residential unit exists on the lot, no additional accessory dwelling unit shall be allowed.

(c)No more than one (1) accessory unit shall ever be permitted in a structure during its lifetime.

(d)Any additions made to a building for the purpose of accommodating an accessory unit shall not increase the habitable area of the original building by more than 20%.  Any such additions must also meet all other applicable regulatory requirements.  At no time shall the property be made a condominium and held in separate ownership.  The appearance of the building shall remain that of a single family residence in keeping with the character of the neighborhood.

(e)Either the accessory unit or the principal residence shall be occupied by the owner of the lot on which the accessory unit is situated.

(f)The owner of the lot shall be a resident of the Town.

(g)Neither the principal residence nor the accessory unit shall be rented seasonally.  The owner’s unit may be rented for periods not exceeding two years, 

provided prior written notice is given to the Building and Zoning Inspector, and the owner has occupied his or her unit for the prior two years.  The owner also must occupy his/her unit for two years before renting it again.

(h)The accessory unit and the principal residence shall each have two means of egress to grade and meet all other applicable regulatory requirements.
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(i)
There shall be a minimum of one parking space, not less than ten feet by twenty feet per accessory apartment. The space(s) shall be located so as to minimize the visual impact from  the street or abutting properties by a minimum landscaped area setback of ten feet.

PENALTY

An owner of a single family residence and associated accessory apartment violating this Bylaw shall be liable for a fine of not more than $300.00.  Each day a violation continues constitutes a separate offense.

An owner who voluntarily brings his or her premises into compliance within five (5) years from the adoption of this Bylaw shall not be subject to this penalty.

(Amend Section 04.03.13:  April 14, 1998 - Acting on Article 18)

