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C1.00
INTRODUCTION

C1.01
In Massachusetts, enabling legislation allowing communities to adopt zoning provisions dates from 1920.  Currently, the enabling legislation is in Chapter 40A of the General Laws.  The original legislation has been amended many times;  Chapter 808 of the acts of 1975 effected a complete revision of Chapter 40A.

C1.02
History:  (some major milestones)

1926  Planning Board established.

1926  First Master Planning Project.

1959  First Zoning Bylaw.

1972  Town-wide comprehensive zoning adopted.

1972  Subdivision control Law adopted.

1975  First comprehensive Master Plan completed.

1976  Zoning Bylaw completely revised and reformatted.

1983  Comprehensive waterways and harbor studies initiated.

1984  Water supply protection program - ongoing.

C1.03
Zoning has, since Chapter 808 of the Acts of 1975, acquired a new meaning; it is unfortunate that it was not given a new name.  Zoning today means much more than simply establishing zones (or districts).  Zoning, together with the Home Rule Amendment (State Constitution), the Subdivision Control Law, and the Municipal Planning (Master Planning) Statutes give the community a means for determining what it wants for residential and commercial provisions, how it will address its environmental and infrastructure problems, and how it will provide for future livability and amenities.  The time worn phrase “to provide for the public health, safety and general welfare” still has meaning.  So too does the rule of “consistent with the intent and purposes” - for we will never have a rule for every circumstance.  In addition to the specifics of a law (Bylaw, rule or regulation), there must be consideration given to the overall “intent and purposes” message.  In all of this, recognition must be given to property rights and to the question of “the greater public interest”.  Making it work taking us where we want to go, and getting the job done in the most equitable way is something we can all contribute to; there is no substitute for public participation.  The Planning Board if grateful to all who have helped us in the past; we extend an invitation to all of the citizens of Tisbury to join with us in addressing the problems of today and of tomorrow.

C1.04
As Bylaws, Rules and Regulations, and other public documents, become more lengthy it becomes more and more difficult to locate information.  With this newly formatted edition, we hope to reverse this trend and make information more accessible.  Your comments and suggestions are welcome.
