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BCREPC HAZARDOUS MATERIALS PLAN

PURPOSE AND BCREPC BACKGROUND

PURPOSE

The primary purpose of this plan is to provide the framework and methodology to efficiently respond to hazardous materials emergencies within the jurisdiction of the BCREPC so as to protect lives, property and the environment.  The Barnstable County Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan is intended to establish an integrated operating procedure for the various agencies in the fourteen participating towns in Barnstable and Nantucket Counties in responding to a hazardous materials (HAZ-MAT) incident.  This Plan was promulgated in accordance with the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA), which was passed by congress in 1986 and is also known as Title III of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA Title III).  This act requires communities to establish Local Emergency Planning Committees (LEPC) and prepare local Hazardous Materials Response Plans.  The Towns of Barnstable, Bourne, Brewster, Chatham, Dennis, Eastham, Harwich, Mashpee, Nantucket, Orleans, Provincetown, Sandwich, Truro, Wellfleet and Yarmouth elected to pursue the formation of such an emergency planning committee on a regional basis and hence the development of this regional response plan.

The implementation of the Barnstable County Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan shall utilize the standards of the Barnstable County Mutual Aid System.  This plan will be the primary set of guidelines for a unified response to local and/or regional hazardous materials emergencies in conjunction with Local Comprehensive Emergency Management Plans, Massachusetts and Federal Emergency Response Plans and the Barnstable County Mutual Aid Plan. 

This Emergency Response Plan shall be exercised biannually and shall be reviewed for efficacy as a part of the post-exercise assessment.  Additionally, this document shall be under constant evaluation by analyzing regional hazardous materials responses where the plan has been implemented.  The Plan, being an evolving document, is subject to edits, amendments and rewrites based on lessons learned and new policies and procedures.   

BACKGROUND

The September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and Pentagon, and the October 2001 anthrax incidents at various facilities in the United States produced an increased vigilance and emergency preparedness in Barnstable and Nantucket Counties.  This resulted in a December 2001 written request from the Barnstable County Fire Chief Association to the Barnstable County Department of Health and Environment for the establishment of a Regionally based local emergency planning committee to assist Cape Cod communities with preparing for intentional and unintentional hazardous materials releases.  Additionally, the request was to bring the municipalities into compliance with the requirements of the Super Fund Amendments and Reauthorization Act and the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act.
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PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND (cont.)
In March 2002 a Steering Committee was established with representatives from law enforcement, firefighting, public health, military, and municipal executive agencies to form the 

LEPC, recruit municipal membership and develop operational bylaws.  The objectives of the Steering Committee were completed in September 2002 when the Barnstable County Commissioners voted to establish the Barnstable County Regional Emergency Planning Committee (BCREPC).  The BCREPC is a coalition of law enforcement, fire service, health care, public health, public works, EMS, military, and other affiliated agencies as outlined by the Massachusetts State Emergency Response Committee (SERC).  It represents the towns of Barnstable, Bourne, Brewster, Chatham, Dennis, Eastham, Harwich, Mashpee, Orleans, Provincetown, Sandwich, Truro, Wellfleet, and Yarmouth in Barnstable County, and the town of Nantucket in Nantucket County.  The original Steering Committee now serves as the BCREPC Executive Committee.  Additionally, a Hazardous Materials Identification Subcommittee, and Education and Training Subcommittee, Public Health Subcommittee, and an Incident Planning Subcommittee were also established.

According to the provisions of the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act, the BCREPC is required to maintain a database of all Tier II Reporters within its jurisdiction.  Presently, there are approximately one-hundred (100) Tier II Reporters identified in BCREPC’s Cameo Database.  Efforts continue through the Hazardous Materials Identification Subcommittee to locate and educate Tier II facilities and bring them into compliance with all State and Federal regulations.

In May 2003 the BCREPC was authorized by the SERC to become a start up level LEPC.  A tabletop exercise simulating a hazardous materials release and a subsequent critique was conducted by BCREPC and affiliated agencies in March of 2005.  BCREPC anticipates applying for provisional LEPC certification to the SERC in October of 2005.  Presently, Chief George Baker of the Mashpee Fire Department serves as the BCREPC Chairperson, and Chief Peter Carnes of the Yarmouth Police Department serves as the BCREPC Vice Chairperson.
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