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BCREPC HAZARDOUS MATERIALS PLAN

ANNEX C - CONTAINMENT

PURPOSE

To provide for the control of a hazardous material release or spill into the environment within Barnstable and Nantucket Counties.

SITUATION 

A Hazardous Materials Release as defined by the Toxic Substances Control Act is any leak or spill of a hazardous chemical that seriously threatens humans with cancer, birth defects, mutations, death, or serious prolonged incapacitation or seriously threatens the environment with large scale or ecologically significant population destruction. 

Containment of the incident is a process of limiting the exposure of this type of release to the public and the environment.  It may involve the prevention of the migration of the spill from the immediate area until as well as the prevention of contaminated response equipment and personnel from leaving the scene until proper decontamination may occur.

A hazardous materials release may vary from a small release readily mitigated by a fixed-facility response team to a large transportation emergency requiring a regional mutual aid response with the Massachusetts District 2 Hazardous Materials Response Team. The fixed-facility or transporter, or other organization, responsible for the release of a hazardous material is liable for all aspects of the response and mitigation of the spill.  

The EPCRA Section 302c facilities in each community have designated a Facility Emergency Coordinator (FEC) to act as liaison to the Community Emergency Coordinator (CEC), BCREPC coordinator, or the incident commander or their designee in a hazardous materials emergency.  The FEC shall identify and inventory any containment equipment, supplies and materials located at the facility and arrange for these items to be available to responders in a mutual aid situation.  This inventory shall be located in the facility profile in the Barnstable County CAMEO database maintained by BCREPC and shall be readily available to the Incident Commander.

Additionally, an inventory of all hazardous materials release response equipment inclusive of containment materials available for a mutual aid response shall be collected from all municipal agencies in the REPC and shall be maintained in a database operated by the Barnstable County Sheriff’s Office and be readily available to the Incident Commander through Barnstable County Control.   

The Incident Commander will make determinations regarding the need for local/regional resources and assistance and shall follow all procedures outlined in the Barnstable County Mutual Agreements for these requests.  The DEP and/or MEMA will coordinate the provision of state containment resources.  The responding State agency will determine if Federal assistance is required and contact the Regional Response Team (RRT).
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LOCAL PARTICIPATING AGENCIES
· Local Fire Departments

· Cape and Islands EMS Inc.

· Local Law Enforcement Agencies

· Barnstable County Regional Emergency Planning Committee Staff

· Barnstable County Control

· Barnstable County Sheriff’s Office

· Facility Response Coordinator(s)

· State and Local Departments of Public Works

· Local Health Officials

· Watershed (water supply, private water company or municipal, well fields, etc.)

· Clean-up Contractors

· Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection Southeast Region

· District 1 HAZMAT Response Team

· Massachusetts State Police

· 102 Fighter Wing Civil Engineering Full Spectrum Threat Response

· United States Coast Guard

RESPONSE PROCEDURES

· Response Level Criteria

· Level 1 – Controlled Emergency Condition

· Incident Commander will assess the impact of the release, the need for containment operations and clean up.  DEP, REPC Staff, facility personnel and the responsible party may assist.

· Fire Chief monitors containment assistance and resource requirements.

· Safety Officer monitors health impact of all containment activities on emergency workers and nearby residents.  Health Officer and EMS may assist.

· Level 2 – Limited Emergency Condition
· Incident Commander, in consultation with DEP, facility personnel and responsible party takes appropriate containment action.

· Local Fire Chief activates Facilities Emergency Coordinator (see Attachment 1), REPC Coordinator and coordinates containment resources and assistance.

· Facilities Emergency Coordinator advises Fire Chief of facilities’ containment resources situation.  
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· Level Two – Limited Emergency Condition (cont.)
· Fire Chief assesses need for State resources to assist with containment.  Barnstable County Control will support with containment equipment data through Mutual Aid.

· Safety Officer monitors health impact of all containment activities on emergency workers and nearby residents.  Health Officer, EMS and Medical Reserve Corps may assist.

· Response Level 3 – Full Emergency Condition

· Incident Commander (in consultation with DEP), the HAZMAT Team and other technical specialist(s) will determine what appropriate containment actions can be implemented without State assistance.

· If State assistance is requested, the State responding agency will determine if Federal assistance will be requested through the Federal Regional Response Team.

· Incident Commander should coordinate containment resources and assistance providing responding personnel are qualified and have received appropriate containment training and adequate protective equipment is available.

· Facilities emergency Coordinator continues to provide support to Incident Commander.
· REPC Coordinator continues to provide support to Incident Commander.
· Safety Officer continues to monitor health impact of containment activities on emergency workers and nearby residents and requests assistance from the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, if appropriate.
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