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BCREPC HAZARDOUS MATERIALS PLAN

HAZARDOUS ANALYSIS – WATERWAYS – GENERAL COMMENTS

Cape Cod is surrounded by water, and therefore, a considerable amount of the commerce moves 

over these waterways.  At a glance, there are many commercial businesses that use the 

waterways through and around the Cape to move their cargo.  The following list shows some of 

the commercial enterprises in the Cape Cod area:

· Falmouth Edgartown Ferry, 278 Scranton Avenue, Falmouth, MA

· Freedom Cruise Line, 702 Route 28, Harwich, MA

· Hy-Line Cruises, 22 Channel Point Road, Hyannis, MA

· Island Queen, 75 Falmouth Heights Road, Falmouth, MA

· Patriot Party Boats, 227 Clinton Avenue, Falmouth, MA

· Woods Hole Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship Authority, Woods Hole, MA

BCREPC HAZARDOUS MATERIALS PLAN

HAZARDOUS ANALYSIS – WATERWAYS - Cape Cod Canal  

The Coast of Cape Cod has long been considered a graveyard for ships.  The shoals that surround 

the Cape are the final resting places for the steam and sailing vessels alike.  The Cape Cod Canal 

was constructed in the early 1900s to provide ships a less perilous route from New England to 

the Southern Ports.  Today, the Cape Cod Canal serves as a major shipping route between the 

Ports of Boston, New York and Providence. It is operated and maintained by the 

United States Army Corps of Engineers who also maintain the two highways and one railroad 

bridges spanning the Canal.  Hazardous Materials are shipped through the Canal on a daily 

Basis.  The Army Corps estimates of the 9.6 million tons of cargo that passed through in 2004, 

approximately 8 million tons are considered hazardous materials.  The following chart shows the 

hazardous and special materials that passed through the canal between 1/1/04 to 12/31/04. 

	UN #
	CHEMICAL
	Tons per Year

	1993
	Diesel Fuel
	517819

	1999
	Asphalt
	681910

	1202
	No. 2 Fuel Oil
	794929

	1202
	No. 6 Bunker Oil
	2986501

	-
	Coal
	158521

	1208
	Jet Fuel
	635378

	1223
	Kerosene
	172226

	1270
	Lube Oil
	47350

	1203
	Gasoline
	1979333

	-
	Scrap Iron
	149028

	-
	Road Salt
	24204

	
	Bleach
	9762

	
	Gypsum
	23173

	
	
	


BCREPC HAZARDOUS MATERIALS PLAN

HAZARDOUS ANALYSIS – WATERWAYS – Hyannis & Nantucket Harbor

Hyannis Harbor serves as a major transportation hub between Cape Cod and the Island of 

Nantucket. Two ferry companies, Hyline and the Martha’s Vineyard Nantucket Steamship 

Authority, provide passenger service between Hyannis and Nantucket harbors.  The Steamship 

authority also provides freight service and is the primary method to transport goods to the Island.  

Hazardous Materials are shipped on this ferry service and consisting primarily of propane, 

gasoline, fuel oil, diesel, automotive chemicals, paints, insecticides, and other industrial and 

household chemicals.

BCREPC HAZARDOUS MATERIALS PLAN

HAZARDOUS ANALYSIS – WATERWAYS - Ferry route from Boston to Provincetown Harbor

Boston Harbor Cruises operates daily roundtrips from Boston Harbor to Provincetown Harbor 

each year from May to September.

BCREPC HAZARDOUS MATERIALS PLAN

HAZARDOUS ANALYSIS – WATERWAYS - FERRY ROUTES FROM WOOD’S HOLE TO MARTHA’S VINEYARD AND NANTUCKET

The Wood’s Hole Steamship Authority provides both vehicular and passenger traffic to Martha’s 

Vineyard and Nantucket on an annual basis with traffic dramatically increased during the 

summer months
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