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BCREPC HAZARDOUS MATERIALS PLAN

ANNEX F – PROTECTIVE ACTIONS – ATCH 2 - EVACUATION

General
· Numerous factors affect the spread of hazardous materials.  The decision-maker must carefully consider each of these factors in order to determine the areas that have been or will be affected, the health effects on people, and the appropriate protective action.  The factors that affect public protective decisions include, but are not limited to: 

· The hazardous material(s) involved, its (their) characteristics, amount, condition, configuration, and location; 

· The population at risk, and its capability and resources to implement a recommended protective action; 

· The time factors involved in the emergency and their effect on the selected protective action; 

· The effect of the present and predicted meteorological conditions on the control and movement of the hazardous materials and the feasibility of the protective actions; 

· The capability to communicate with both the population at risk and emergency response personnel before, during, and after the emergency; and 

· The capabilities and resources of the response organizations to implement, control, monitor and terminate the protective action.
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ANNEX F – PROTECTIVE ACTIONS – ATCH 2 – EVACUATION – PROS AND CONS

	PRO
	CON

	1. Feel Safer.  Evacuees "feel" safer by traveling away from danger.
	1. Time Required.  Requires considerable time to accomplish successfully (may take 2 to 4 hours or longer). 

	2. Vehicles Are Available.  Most evacuees (65-76%) use an available family vehicle and many others (11-19%) use a vehicle of a relative or friend.
	2. Lengthy Warning Message.  The public warning message may be very lengthy since it has to identify the danger, describe the area to be evacuated, list evacuation routes, identify public shelters list what can and cannot be taken to shelters, etc.

	3. Destinations.  Most evacuees (67% est.) go to homes or relatives and friends, or to cottages and second homes.
	3. Extensive Support Services.  Requires setting up public shelters, traffic controls and area security and providing special transportation for those without vehicles, handicapped, and on intensive care. 

	4. Family Units  Nighttime evacuations are as family units (whereas daytime evacuations are usually without family unity, as many are at work, school, recreation, or shopping). 
	4. Transient Populations.  Transient populations at parks, marinas, campgrounds, summer camps, and resorts may not be familiar with area to accomplish an evacuation. 

	5. Effective Precautionary Evacuations Precautionary evacuations are very effective when sufficient time is available or when the incident is under control (e.g., an overturned tank car accident where righting of the tank car or transfer of the chemical contents can be held off until the evacuation is completed, or where the population potentially affected s some distance away and the leak rate is slow.)
	5. Potential Exposure.  If toxic fumes are present during the evacuation and wind changes speed/direction, evacuees could travel unaware into or through dangerous gases. 

	6. Long Term.  An evacuation is necessary when an accidental release could be long-term or when there is real potential for explosion.

 

 
	6. "Panic Flight".  The evacuation must be well controlled and organized with frequent credible information provided, to prevent "panic" and erratic flight.

	
	7. Multi-jurisdictional Problems.  Problems of coordination of effort exist when evacuees of one jurisdiction are sent to another, or where the area evacuated consists of parts of several Communities. 

	
	8. Liability.  The protective action decision-maker must have a sound decision -making process and act with good faith effort to prevent being held liable for injuries and damages and loss of business and production. 
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ANNEX F – PROTECTIVE ACTIONS – ATCH 2 - EVACUATION (cont.)
NOTE:  If any evacuation is required, please call the Cape Cod Chapter of the American Red Cross at (508) 775-1540.

NOTE:  If mass transportation options are necessary for evacuation, please call the Cape Cod Regional Transit Authority at (508) 775-8504 X204 or Cell # 1-774-836-2620 after business hours.

	EVACUATION CHECKLIST CONSIDERATIONS

	

	ITEM
	ACTIONS

	1
	Determine area that must be evacuated by readily identifiable boundaries

	
	

	2
	Secure authority for evacuation

	
	

	3
	Choose evacuation routes

	
	

	4
	Identify traffic control procedures

	
	

	5
	Identify shelters

	
	

	6
	Identify access control procedures

	
	

	7
	Assign tasks (i.e., traffic control, warning, shelter, transportation, etc.)

	
	

	8
	Activate alert warning devices (i.e.. sirens, patrol cars, etc.)

	
	

	9
	Issue specific instructions to population (i.e., activate EAS, door-to-door, etc.)

	
	

	10
	Conduct the evacuation. Consider:

·   Permanent residents (day-time vs. night-time)

·   Transient population [tourists at marinas, parks, resorts, motels, etc.) 

·   Special populations (hospitals, nursing homes)

·   Group quarters (prisons, jails, senior centers, care centers)

·   Handicapped (mental and physical) 

·   Schools (public, private, parochial, pre-school)

· Large facilities (factories, sports stadiums, etc.)

	
	

	11
	Provide transportation for those needing it (on school buses, public transit)
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	12
	Establish reception centers and public shelters

	
	

	13
	Provide emergency medical care, as necessary

	
	

	14
	Provide traffic control

	
	

	15
	Provide door-to-door checks after evacuation, if possible, and provide for security for                  evacuated area

	
	

	16
	Provide for the care of pets and farm animals

	
	

	17
	Choose and implement policy for those refusing to evacuate

	
	

	18
	Monitor and inspect areas for safe re-entry

	
	

	19
	Issue all clear

	
	

	20
	Manage the return of evacuees
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