Good Afternoon. 

First, I would like to tell you what my job at the county is.  As the Dukes County Emergency Management Agency Director, I have a somewhat unique dual role position.  My primary role is to help County departments prepare for, respond to and recover from Natural and manmade disasters. This ensures that County government can remain functioning before, during and after emergencies like hurricanes. 

At this time, I would like to make it clear, that you should turn to your own Town or Tribe Emergency Managers for help during emergencies.  They are the officials designated by the Federal, State, and Local governments to help you with emergency related matters.

My other role is unique, in that it has just recently come into being.  Most of the Island’s Emergency Managers have requested the County Emergency Manager to be a disaster information collector.  This information, such as,  which shelters are open, and how many more people each shelter can accommodate, is collected from participating, individual towns and then sent back out to all the other towns that desire this service. Other topics of information that would be sent out would be topics like …. areas without power, …ferry closings, … evacuated areas, … hospital capacity, … the status of entities like the Transit authority, … the steamship authority, … the Airport, … NSTAR and the phone and cable company, .. traffic reports for the Bourne and Sagamore bridges, and the like. 

Now, my main topic here today is General information that you should use to prepare for a hurricane.  I hosted a visit from the Senior Scientist from the National Weather Service, Taugnton a couple of weeks ago, He was interested in touring the island to get a feel for what a category 4 hurricane would do to the island.  During our tour, we identified several key areas where flooding and washouts were likely to occur and that would be important to our island infrastructure as a whole.  He was not surprised to learn that, because we are an Island, we are extremely vulnerable to the aftermath of category 3 and 4 hurricanes. We discussed what could happen to our food supply, water supply, sanitation, shelter, our communications with the outside world and even our Energy, such as electricity, propane, and gasoline.

In order to get some idea of just how vulnerable we are, Each day, except Saturday and Sunday, during the summer, we bring over   grocery trailer trucks,         gasoline trucks,     propane trucks.  For groceries That’s _ grocery trucks per week, _______. The reason why we have to get food deliveries every day is because grocery stores use a just in time inventory system, not like years ago when they had lots of storage space to stock up in. You can readily ssee that an interruption of more than a couple of days would severely impact US. For water, except for the three down island towns, all water is gotten from homeowner wells with electric pumps. Any pprolonged interruption of electricity would severly curtail the homeowners ability to get water for drinking or to even flush his toilet.

So lets look at ways that we can prepare for the aftermath of a Category 3 or 4 hurricane.

First, when should you begin to prepare. The answer to that on is RIGHT NOW. Oh, you don’t have to run out today and get completely ready, but over the next couple of weeks, gradually make your plan and do it gradually.

First, you want to make a list of what you want to buy and what arrangements you would like to make.  You can make that list from information gathered from many sources. I have handouts that you can take home with you. Your Town and Tribe Emergency Manager has information that you can use. The Red Cross is an excellent source of disaster preparation information and they even have checklists that you can use. The web sites of both the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Massachusettes Emergency Mangement Agency and the Dukes County website in the Emergency Management section are all excellent sources of disaster preparation information.

So when do you start. Start sometime in the next three days

And how do you start.  

Start with the easy ones.

Make a contact list of people and organizations that can help you make your list.  These would include the phone numbers of your Town Tribe Emergency Manager, Your local COA representative, and the Red Cross.

Gather reading material on what you should include in your list

Check out those sites on the internet, that I mentioned

Call your friends and ask them how they’re doing with their list and see if they would like to work together. It’ll be easier to work in a small group of friends.

DO THIS SOMETIME IN THE NEXT THREE DAYS

Once you get started, it will be much easier, especially if you do it together.  After you’ve gathered your information and perhaps gotten together with your friends, review all the material that you’ve gathered.  

Now it’s time to make your plan


Divide your plan into the following sections

Before the hurricane

During the hurricane

And after the hurricane

After you’ve devided your plan, in the “Before the Hurricane” part of your plan, use your collected materials and 

Answer the following questions. These are just some of the questions, others may occur to you because of your immediate situations.

Now,

When do I start thinking about implementing my Hurricane plan. ( a good rule of thumb is when the hurricane crosses the Bahamas)

When do I start to implement my Hurrricane plan. ( a good rule of thumb is when the hurricane crosses the Bahamas)

Who do I want to know where I am during the hurricane?

When will I decide to go to the shelter instead of staying home?

How will I get there?

Do I have to make arrangements for any animals to be sheltered?

Where can I get them sheltered?

Have I protected my Home for Power failures during my absence?
Do I have a full tank of gas.

Do I have battery operated radio, flashlights and extra batteries?  Are the batteries new? Can I find my flashlight in the dark?

Do I have sufficient cash in dollars?

During the Hurricane

Where will I be during the hurricane?

If I decide to stay in my home, and the electricity goes out, and then I decide to go to a shelter, can I get there on my own or will I have to be rescued?

If my area has to be evacuated, can I get there on my own or will I need transport?

What will I bring with me if I have to go to the shelter?

After the Hurricane:

What will I do if the power in my neighborhood doesn’t come on for 3 days to a week.

What will I do if the boats don’t run for 3 days to a week?

Do I have enough water stored for drinking for 3 days to a week?

Do I have enough water stored to pour into the toilet tank for 3 days to a week?

Do I have enough medicine to last me for 3 days to a week?

Do I have enough food to last me for 3 days to a week if I don’t have a way to cook it?

If I can’t live in my house because of storm damage, do I have a place to go?

If my electricity doesn’t come on for 3 days to a week, Can I get water or cook my food?

If my phone doesn’t work, how will it affect my life?

Key areas that you want to plan for are water, food, medicines, shelter, clothing, and energy.

