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Dukes County Medical Reserve Corps
PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release

Name here.

Organization here

Email here

Phone here

Dukes County Seeks Volunteers for Its Medical Reserve Corps

Dukes County, MA—(Name here, Position here, and other names here) today announced that Dukes County is actively recruiting qualified town residents to join Duxbury’s Medical Reserve Corps (MRC), a community-based group of volunteers who can serve during a health emergency.  While Dukes County especially hopes to recruit physicians and nurses, residents with experience in public health, mental health, and allied health professions, as well as those with strong administrative skills, are urged to volunteer.  

Announced by President George W. Bush during his 2002 State of the Union Address, the Medical Reserve Corps, a component of the USA Freedom Corps, is an initiative to promote and organize volunteerism and service in the United States.  While the Office of the U.S. Surgeon General oversees the national network of MRC volunteers, there are over 200 MRC units throughout the nation, with each unit organized by localities to ensure that individual community needs are addressed.    

The MRC program was developed in response to the overwhelming number of medical and public health professionals who sought to volunteer their services for emergency relief efforts following the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, and the subsequent introduction of anthrax into the United States Postal Service.  Notwithstanding their desire to help, many volunteers were unable to do so because they had not been identified, credentialed, or trained in advance.  With a Medical Reserve Corps program in place, local emergency response agencies have access to an organized group of community volunteers, who can work with them when an emergency or other community need develops. 

Recognizing that many professionals have limited time to volunteer, the Dukes County MRC allows members to choose their level of participation.  Volunteers may choose to serve their community both during emergencies and for ongoing, more routine public health needs, such as immunizations, screenings, and health education, or it is possible to volunteer strictly for emergency situations.  The Dukes County MRC will provide volunteers with free training and educational opportunities, including Continuing Education Units when appropriate, and an opportunity to interact with other health care providers and local professionals.

On May 17, 2006, at 7:00 P.M. at the Dukes Copunty Administration Building, the Dukes County Medical Reserve Corps will hold its first volunteer orientation. All those that want to volunteer are encouraged to attend the meeting. For more information please contact the Dukes County Emergency Manaagement agency at 508 696-3811 or e-mail us at emergencymanagement@dukescounty.org. Our web site is www.dukescountymrc.org  
*     *     *
The mission of the County of Dukes is to deliver excellent service to the community in the most fiscally responsible and innovative manner while endeavoring to broaden our sense of community and preserve the unique character of our island


